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BETHERS, Neil and Mary Birch 

Neil and Mary Bethers were fortunate to live in four different 
homes while living in the Heber Second Ward. Their first residence 
was the Owen Buell Apartments, then the Clayton Montgomery 
Apartments, They then purchased the Chicken farm on 100 North 
and 500 West, whose former owner was Claude Hicken. After liv- 
ing there for nine years, during which time they spent remodeling 
and landscaping the property, they sold it to Forrest Giles and ac- 
quired the Leo Hatch home on 400 West, where they lived until 
moving to Provo in 1966. 

Neil’s first place of employment, at the age of twelve, was with 
Leon Ritchie working at the Hatchery caring for the chickens and 
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delivering the Salt Lake Tribune to all of Wasatch County. 

After leaving Ritchie’s, he purchased a two-ton (ruck and con- 
tracted to паш timber out of “The High Uintah Mountains’’, which 
he did until going to work for Turner Building Supply both as a 
truck driver and also as a salesman in the hardware store until 1966, 
when he went to work for Sears Roebuck Company in Provo as 
а carpet salesman. This he enjoyed doing until deciding to purchase 
the franchise for selling and repairing Steam Cleaners and Pressure 
Equipment. 

While living in Heber City, Neil and Mary became the parents 
of six children: Laurel, Douglas, Marcia, Louise, Janice and Gor- 
don. After moving to Provo, they also adopted a ten year old boy 
named Ray. 

The children all graduated from Provo High school with the 
exception of Laurel who had graduated from Wasatch High School. 

Neil, Mary and all of the children took advantage of living so 
close to both Utah Technical College and Brigham Young Univer- 
sitv. At one time there were six of them attending institutions of 
higher learning. 

Neil has had the opportunity to fill three Stake missions for 
the Latter-day Saint Church. Douglas and Gordon both served two 
vears in South America, Douglas in Brazil and Gordon in Chili. 
At the present time Neil and Mary are filling a temple mission at 
the Provo Temple. They have also spent several summers serving 
as guides at the Provo Temple grounds. 

After receiving a Masters degree in Career Guidance Counsel- 
ing from Brigham Young University, Mary has taught English, 
Public Speaking, and Psychology of Human Relations at Utah 
Technical College. She has also been involved with music,giving 
piano lessons, serving as music chairman, both in Heber 2nd Ward 
and Provo 27th Ward, singing in choral groups, The Choralettes 
of Heber City, and the Chauntenettes of Utah Valley. 

She has also had the opportunity to be a member of the 
Freedom l'estival Fourth of July committee for the past six years 
where she is Chairwoman for “Тһе Provo Tabernacle Concert 
Series”. 

All of the children are married except Gordon and at the pre- 
sent time Neil апа Mary are expecting their twentyfirs! grandchild— 


the oldest of which is twelve years old. 277 ZMK Yard! 
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